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Before one begins any debate around women in MRU, we need to establish the profile of the 
country: historical, geographical, cultural. Those parameters are indeed essential in our 
understanding of (i) the very singular nature of our case study on the one hand, and (ii) the 
nevertheless discernable patterns that emerge out of this insular social structure that may 
position it within wider debates centred on such insular, multi-cultural micro-societies. [Utam] 

The geographical position of MRU - INSERT MAP 

Necessary Stats: 

1. Size 

2. Population 

3. Social Structure 

4. Percentage of urban v/s rural population 

5. Distribution of population by age group 

Out of the above, single out what age-group of girls/women we are dealing with and what 
percentage of the population they constitute. 


MRU is (STATS) 


Important note for Bibliography 

Include ISBN No. Of books if necessary for Mauritian books. 

Inquire about: 

1. Footnotes 

2. Endnotes -> more interesting for me (in case of translation from French to English) 
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NOTES ON HISTORIOGRAPHY 

Delving into Mauritian historiography is already a complicated process. Indeed we meet with 
many of the problems cited by Spivak (?) on Subaltern Studies (Can the subaltern speak?) 

Carter (1998) outlines effectively the dominance of the western paradigm in Mauritian 
historiography on the one hand, but also the necessity of using it as a starting point due to the 
inadequacies of any local ventures at rewriting /revising Mauritian history. 

In her introduction to Colouring the Rainbow: 

“Mauritian history, as it has been written until quite recently, has been overweighted in favour of 
official documents, press accounts, and the lives of important figures - the world of the ordinary 
person has been forgotten. Classics of Mauritian history, such as the work of Auguste 
Toussaint, have continued to be used as tools of reference, few attempts have been made to 
incorporate the mass of information which can be gleaned from non-official sources.” 

Carter in (Carter, 1998:v) intro 

“Thus Toussaint’s compilation of official sources remains an indispensable research tool, but as 
a point of departure for an understanding of Asian immigration, its usefulness is limited. Those 
works which deal with single ethnic groups have additionally tended to be written from a 
community-oriented viewpoint. Emrith’s work on Muslims (1994) and Sooriamoorthy’s volume 
about Tamils (1977) fall into this category. ” 

Carter in (Carter, 1998:v) intro 

“Doctoral-based single-community studies such as La Diaspora Chinoise dans I’Ocean Indien 
Occidental of Ly Tio Fane (1993), are more useful as historical models.” 


Carter in (Carter, 1998:v) intro 
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ON IMMIGRATION OF INDIAN WOMAN 

In the opening chapter of her book, Carter(1994) exposes the context of female Indian 
immigration in MRU at its very early stages: 

“The first Indian women were brought to Mauritius by private importers between 1834 - 1839 at 
a time when slaves were being released from a lifetime of bondage on the plantations and in the 
homes of colonists.” 

(Carter, 1994:23) 

“...female recruits were engaged primarily as child minders and general household servants.” 
(Carter, 1994:23) 

We can already see how from the very beginning, Indian women were fixed by a patriarchy 
dependant system (ironically not an Indian one) to adopt this position of family unit member. 

This identity-fixing process becomes even more evident further along Carter’s thesis. 

She reads this fixing process as having a root in the “ideology of patriarchy closely associated 
with capitalist development.” 

(Carter, 1994:25) 

She argues: 

“In Europe, the rise of capitalism brought with it an increasing identification of the family with 
domesticity. Family-based economies gave way to a new ideal type: a single male breadwinner 
with a dependent domestic unit - a wife and child or children.” 

(Carter, 1994:25) 

It is interesting to note that the particular notion of family - central to Indo-Mauritian 
traditionalists - seem to have originated according to Carter’s argument from a European 
capitalist ideology. 

The translation/displacement of this European ideology from Europe to Indian moeurs (mores) 
could be attributed to what Carter describes as: 

“...changes in rural production relations which resulted from intuitive capitalist development in 
the British Raj.” 

(Carter, 1994:24) 

In other words the ideological dominance of imperial capitalism in the Raj seems to have had 
repercussions on the way Indian families were organised, thus also affecting the way in which 
families of Indian migrants organised themselves. 

HOW MACRO-POLITICS AFFECT THE MICRO 
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Cause -> effect 

Hence the importance of studying micro-societies like Mauritius. 

MORE QUOTES TO BE FOUND ALONG Pp24-56 - read whole chapter. 
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MAURITIAN WOMEN’S WRITING 
Le Voile de Draupadi: 

The Central character of the novel is a mother (an Indo-Mauritian woman), whose son is dying 
of a disease (meningitis) Anjali (the mother) resorts to performing the sacrifice of the fire-walk - 
a ritual associated with Tamils which consists literally of walking on burnt embers. Before she 
does this though, she undergoes a long personal journey to the depths of herself. She slowly 
goes back to a past full of the restraints that chain the Indian woman to a predetermined fate. 


Boolell: De I’Ombre a la Lumiere 

Educational stagnation till 1950 

1909 Action by the Arya Samaj to promote education among girls -p.11 

1942 Indication the Purdah was still practiced. Even Boolell conceded that at that particular 
moment, the Indo-Mauritian girl was less fortunate than the general population girl. 

1915 Girls of Indo-Mauritian community did not go to school (pi 5) 

1930’s and 1940’s - Turning point p.18 

1930 - Election of an Indo Mauritian MP (?) changes conditions slightly: 

(i) « motion au parlement contre toute discrimination raciale et religieuse dans les 
institutions scolaires » - pi 8 

(ii) «admission de la premiere boursiere indo-mauricienne a un college-pensionnat prive 
et chretien » 


Boolell situates these particular events in the context of a tense relationship between ethnicities. 

Boolell hits the spot perfectly well by sketching out an ambivalent relationship between the 
concepts of cultural continuity and the will to modernism in the life of Indo-Mauritians - see 
quotes A and B p 19 

Mid 1920’s: « Le comportement preferential accorde aux Mauriciennes de foi chretienne. » p.20 
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1929: First Indo-Mauritian girl to win a scholarship for secondary school. From Rose-Belle 
Girls Government School to Pensionnat Bunel. 

1930: Problems for rentree. 

« La directrice fut categorique: le Pensionnat Bunel a ete institue pour eduquer les jeunes filles 
Chretiennes. Si concession est faite, ce sera sur un point d’identite : transformer le prenom 
indien Rohinee en Renee. » - p21 


Boolell 1.4 : Mythes et Discours 

The « omni-absence » of the Indo-Mauritian woman is regulated by a concord of myth and 
traditionalist patriarchy. 

Boolell sees the disempowering potency of those myths as lying in their emotionality, and 
beauty, their authority as ‘truth’, sacred truths. 

The important symbols she refers to are the Mahabharata and the Ramayana 

« Quelle Indienne connait pas les figures legendaires et sacrees de Sita et de Sati? Et dont les 
poemes epiques etalent les vertus de docilite, fidelite et sacrifice. » - p23 

Sati: 

«L’exemple de son immolation entrainant la coutume du suicide des veuves mentionee dans 
I’Atharvaveda et hautement recommandee ne prit fin en Inde que «through British 
authoritieswith the passing of the Sati Act. » » - p23-4 

Boolell cites patriarchal discourses which indicate that: 

« ...she remained thus, perpetually, the bearer and preserver of our traditions and faith... 


Today in our mad desire to imbibe the superficialities of western culture we should not trample 
on that tradition. It appears that in certain quarters, an egoistic and personal attitude is replacing 
that spirit of sacrifice of old. Young mothers have a tendency to forget that domestic sweetness 
and harmony and the inculcation of basic qualities in the minds of the young should be their 
main concern.” 


(Arya Vir- No. 106, Nov 1942 - The Education for Our Girls quoted in Boolell - p25) 
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Summary: p40 

« Si la generation 1900 a 1920 a vecu des conflits d’interet qui ont entraine un retard dans la 
qualite de I’instruction, par contre dans la periode comprise entre 1931 et 1951 une fraction 
d’lndo-Mauriciennes figure parmi les filles les plus chanceuses dont I’ education s’est operee 
dans des conditions satisfaisantes. » 


1.8: Structures, Normes et Comportements 

She suggests that there was a time when the Indian in Mauritius would be recognized through 
his /her clothing and his/her behavior. She insists that this allegation is not based on pure fiction 
but is a historical reality. 

« L’lndo-Mauricienne avoue de pas quitter le traditionnel horni, le voile qui couvrait si bien ses 
cheveux tresses en natte. Lakawtee Parbotheeah (Mme Hurgobin) de Brisee Verdiere dit qu’il 
etait imperatif de se couvrir pour aller a I’ecole primaire dans les annees 30. » - p.41 


Shakuntala Boolell - well according to my own observations and initial opinions - states in her 
book that clothing was important in signifying cultural identity - more than that it understated 
obedience to the patriarchal and disciplinarian regimes of the Indo-Mauritian culture. 


101.7 
102.4 

100.8 


Ann Oakley - Interviewing women p30 - 61 in Roberts asks the question: 

Is interviewing a masculine paradigm? 

She criticises the prerogatives set by most methodological textbooks. 






